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Please mail replies direct to me and as it will be impossible for 
me to take time to acknowledge each one separately, please allow me 
to express my thanks now in advance. 

Grace Holmes, 

483 Clinton Avenue, 

St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Dear Editor: A patient who is a lawyer told me some time ago 
that he had been instrumental in passing a bill whereby the R.N. of 
the nurse, like the M.D. of the doctor, shielded one from the necessity 
of divulging professional secrets, even in court. This was news to 
me and I have found it so to every graduate to whom I have mentioned 
it. I send you copy of this, hoping you will publish it in your valuable 
.Journal, if you consider it of sufficient value to the profession. I 
think it might be interesting at this time and be better understood, 
having been illustrated every day in the Thaw trial. 

The pronoun “ he ’’ in all legal papers includes feminine as well 
as masculine gender, so the article is not to be construed as applying 
only to male nurses. 

The lawyer tells me also, that a nurse who claims to be a graduate 
of a school registered under the University of the State of New York, 
or otherwise represents herself to be a registered nurse when she is not, 
is liable to the same legal action she would incur by signing R.N. after 
her name. 

C. B. 0., R.N. 

Code of Civil Procedure §834, Aim'd, 1904, 1905. 

Physicians or professional registered nurses not to disclose pro¬ 
fessional information. 

“ A person duly authorized to practice physic or surgery, or a 
professional or registered nurse, shall not be allowed to disclose any 
information which he acquired in attending a patient, in a professional 
capacity, and which was necessary to enable him to act in that capacity; 
unless where the patient is a child under the age of sixteen, the infor¬ 
mation so acquired indicates that the patient has been the victim or sub¬ 
ject of a crime, in which case the physician or nurses may be required to 
testify fully in relation thereto upon any examination, trial or other 
proceeding in which the commission of such crime is a subject of inquiry. 
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§83(J (Am’d 1893, 1899, 1904). 

Applications of the last three sections. 

The last three sections apply to any examination of a person as 
a witness unless the provisions thereof are expressly waived upon the 
trial or examination disclose any information as to the mental or 
physical condition of a patient who is deceased, which he acquired in 
attending such patient professionally, except confidential communica¬ 
tions and such facts as would tend to disgrace the memory of the 
patient, when the provisions of section eight hundred and thirty-lour 
have been expressly waived on such trial or examination by the personal 
representatives of the deceased patient, or if the validity of the last 
will and testament, of such deceased patient is in question by the ex¬ 
ecutor or executors named in said will, or the surviving husband, widow 
or any heir-at-law or any of the next of kin, of such deceased, or any 
other party in interest. 

In an action for damages for a personal injury, the testimony of 
a physician or surgeon or a professional or registered nurse attached 
to any hospital, dispensary or other charitable institution, as to infor¬ 
mation which he acquired in attending a patient in a professional 
capacity, at such hospital dispensary, or other charitable institution 
shall be taken before a referee appointed by a judge of the court in 
which such action is pending; provided, however, that any judge of such 
court at any time in his discretion may, notwithstanding such deposi¬ 
tion, order that a subpeena issue for the attendance and examination 
of such physician or surgeon or professional or registered nurse, upon 
the trial of the action. In such case a copy of the order shall he served 
together with the subpoena. 

The waiver herein provided for must be made in open court, on 
the trial of the action, or proceeding, and a paper executed by a party 
prior to the trial, shall be insufficient as such a waiver. 

[This statute has been referred to in the Journal before, but has never 
been given in full.—Ed.] 


Dear Editor: In the Journal of this month, I notice a request 
for some history of the clinical thermometer and I am sending you a 
little ancient history I have on the subject. 

«The first use and the first accurate description come from 
Leurecheon, in 1624, but the real inventor of the instrument was 
Galileo between 1592 and 1597. This is proved, not from any state- 



